 Family Bible Time



Theme: The Triumphal Entry.
[image: Image result for palm sunday free]




Bible Passages: Matthew 21v1-11, Luke 19v28-40 and Zechariah 9v9


The Big Idea for this time together is: 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, His followers responded to Him as their King and they praised and worshipped Him. They had ‘followed the clues’ from the Old Testament (see Zechariah 9v9) and recognised Jesus as God’s Promised King. But other people, the Pharisees, didn’t respond to Jesus as King. They didn’t worship or praise Him. Instead, they were cross with Jesus and plotted amongst themselves to get rid of Him. 

The Aim of this session is:
To teach that Jesus is God’s Promised King.
To think/talk about how YOU respond to Jesus. Is Jesus YOUR King?

Introductory Activity: 
Pictures or toys of familiar characters (age appropriate) hidden in a bag or box. 
Secretly, select one at a time and give clues as to who it is. The rest of the family have to work it out from the clues.
For younger children, you could cover up the character and reveal a little bit of it to them as you give the clues (– revealing a little bit more each time) until they have guessed who it is from the questions or from the revealing.

In our true Bible story today, we are going to hear how Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey. Some of the crowd knew who Jesus was from the clues in the Old Testament, but others couldn’t see it.

Questions to find the answers to in the true Bible story:
Who did Jesus’ followers/the crowd think Jesus was? (The King – Luke 19v38)
How did they respond to Jesus? (They rejoiced and threw cloaks in His path – Matthew 21v8 and 9; Luke 19v36-39)
Who didn’t believe the clues from the Old Testament or see that Jesus was the King? (Luke 19v39).

Teaching session Ideas:
This true Bible story can be divided into 3 parts:
Setting the scene for Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.
The fulfilment of prophecy and the appropriate response to King Jesus. There is a great deal of anticipation and excitement here. 
The wrong response of the religious leaders

For younger children, you can use the story and pictures below or read the story below and use the pictures on the attached Power Point – they are the same ones. (Story taken from Matthew 21v1-11 and Luke 19v28-40 in the International Children’s Bible)
For all ages - Be Creative! You could act out the story, giving out the different people roles with the different responses. Print off the donkey mask, make some palm leaves and put your cloaks on the floor as the donkey walks around you lounge/house/garden etc. (Send us some pictures or post them on our church family Facebook page if you are happy to share them – we’d love to see them!)
For Older children and Young People, tell the story as a broad overview and then work through the story again as a basic Bible study. You might want to use the following questions to help you:
Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem where He will be killed; He knows what will happen to Him there.
Why is Luke 19v32 important?
Why is Matthew 21v’s 4 and 5 important?
What does it teach us about Jesus’ death?
How does the crowd treat Jesus?
What do they sing about Jesus?
Who do they think Jesus is? Are they right?
Why do the Pharisees want the crowds to be quiet?
What is it about Jesus that they don’t agree with?
How does Jesus respond to the Pharisees? What does this mean? Who does Jesus say is right?












Jesus comes to Jerusalem as King.


Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. While He was on His way He came near to  Bethphage. Jesus said to two of His followers, “Go into the village you can see there. When you enter it, you will find a colt tied there. 
(A colt is a young donkey).
[image: ‘Go to the village ahead of you,’ Jesus told His disciples, ‘and at once you will find a donkey tied there. The donkey will have her colt beside her. Untie the donkey and bring it to me.’ – Slide 2]
No one has ever ridden this colt. Untie it, and bring it here to me.  If anyone asks you why you are taking it, say, ‘The Master needs it. 
He will send it back soon.’”

[image: Now here's a special secret to do with donkeys. It was no accident that Jesus chose one to ride into Jerusalem. A long, long time before Jesus was born, a prophet of the Lord, whose name was Zechariah, said that one day the King of Israel would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. Zechariah also said that this King would be meek and humble - just like Jesus. – Slide 6]
This was to make clear the full meaning of what the prophet said:
“Tell the people of Jerusalem,
    ‘Your king is coming to you.
He is gentle and riding on a donkey.
    He is on the colt of a donkey.’”  Zechariah 9:9
The two followers went into the village. They found the colt just as Jesus told them. 33 The followers untied it, but the owners of the colt came out.
[image: One of the disciples was bothered by this. ‘But what if the owner asks us what we're doing, taking his donkey without even asking?’ he asked. ‘How will we explain ourselves?’ ‘Just tell the owner that the Lord needs the donkey and he will understand,’ replied Jesus. – Slide 3]
They asked the followers, “Why are you untying our colt?”
[image: So the disciples went into the village, and sure enough there was a donkey with its foal beside it. The disciples started to untie the donkey, when suddenly the owner appeared. ‘Hey!’ he shouted. ‘What do you think you're doing? <br/>‘The Lord needs it,’ explained the disciple. – Slide 4]
The followers answered, “The Master needs it.”

[image: ‘Oh, that's all right then,’ said the man. He already knew how wonderful Jesus was, so he was very pleased to be able to give his donkey away. He smiled as he watched the two disciples lead the animal away down the street. It was such a privilege to be able to give something to Jesus! – Slide 5]
So they brought it to Jesus.
[image: They put their coats over donkey’s back, for Jesus to sit on. Jesus sat on the donkey’s back. He was going to the temple in Jerusalem. – Slide 4]
They threw their coats on the colt’s back and put Jesus on it.
[image: Lots of people came along the road. They were so happy to see Jesus! People put their coats on the road for the little donkey to walk on. – Slide 5]
As Jesus rode toward Jerusalem, the followers spread their coats on the road before him.
[image: Everyone was happy to see Jesus. ‘Hosanna to the King,’ they shouted as Jesus went up the road into the city of Jerusalem. – Slide 7]
Jesus was coming close to Jerusalem. He was already near the bottom of the Mount of Olives. The whole crowd of followers was very happy. They began shouting praise to God for all the powerful works they had seen. They said,
“God bless the king who comes in the name of the Lord!
There is peace in heaven and glory to God!” Psalm 118:26

[image: But not everyone was happy about what Jesus was doing. Some of the priests and leaders started to grumble.<br/>‘That man is not a king!’ they complained. ‘How dare these people shout praises to Him!’ – Slide 9]
Some of the Pharisees said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell your followers not to say these things!”
[image: But Jesus knew what these men were grumbling about. He turned to them and said ‘Have you never read, “Out of the mouth of young children and babies God has given strength”?’ What did Jesus mean by this? Jesus meant that the children understood who He was, but the grown ups didn't. – Slide 19]
But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if my followers don’t say these things, then the stones will cry out.”

Game option:
Play ‘Guess Who’? if you have it. 
Play ‘Bible Guess Who?’  - use the attached sheets to help you with this. There are sheets for different ages.

Link the game to the teaching session – Can you follow the clues and ‘Guess Who’ it is? Like the crowd/Jesus followers did who recognised Jesus as God’s Promised King.

Discuss and Apply:
Even though the crowd and the Pharisees had access to the same information about Jesus (Old Testament prophecies and what Jesus said and did among them), they came to two very different conclusions about Him. This affected how they responded to Him. It also affected how they thought others should respond to Him too.
For younger children, help them to understand that the crowd knew Jesus was the King because they followed the clues in the Old Testament – they knew that God had promised to send His King to Jerusalem on a colt. When they saw Jesus on a colt, they knew He was the one they had been waiting for – God’s Promised King.
They also knew from the miracles that Jesus was doing and the things He was saying that He really was the King.
The crowd responded to Jesus as King by throwing their coats/cloaks on the ground in front of Him and praising Him.
The Pharisees responded to Jesus, NOT as King. They thought He was just a good teacher. They didn’t praise Him and they didn’t want the crowd to praise Him either.
What do you believe/think about Jesus? Is Jesus YOUR King? Talk about this together and how we are to live if Jesus is our King.
For older children and young people, talk about how many people don’t worship Jesus because they simply DON’T believe that Jesus is the Christ – God’s Promised KING (like the Pharisees). Many people are happy to accept Jesus as a good teacher but not as King, and certainly not as King of their lives! Use some of the following questions to help you talk about this together:
How do their friends respond to Jesus?
How do they respond to Jesus?
How do YOU respond to Jesus?

Would it make a difference if Jesus was only a teacher and not the King?
How would it affect:
What we do/don’t do in response to Him?
How we live our lives?
How we think about those who don’t praise Him as King?
[image: ]
Is Jesus your King?
Pray:
Pray in response to what you have talked about, especially in the ‘Discuss and Apply’ time.
Print out the page with the cloaks on, cut them out and give them out – 1 each, and draw or write something you can thank/praise Jesus for. (or you can do this on mini palm leaves if you make some beforehand). Come back together and give thanks to Jesus.

Follow up activities: YOU choose!
Watch The triumphant entry on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE
Make a peg donkey – print out the picture, colour it and add some pegs for feet - (see the completed picture).
Make some Palm leaves, decorate them and hang them up in your house
Print out the Beginners Bible colouring and Activity sheets.
For older children and Young People – Re-read the passage and think through what this means for you, Maybe look back over some of the questions you have talked about with your family/are on this material. Do you believe Jesus is the King? Is Jesus YOUR King? What about your friends? How do they respond to Jesus? Spend some time thinking everything through and respond to Jesus accordingly. 
You could make some notes/add to your prayer journal too.
[bookmark: _GoBack]


1

image4.jpeg

image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image1.png




image2.png




